@Connress of the Wnited States
MWaghington, AC 20515

f September 29, 2015

The Honorable John A. Boehner The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Boehner and Leader Pelosi,

The statutory deadline for the full implementation of positive train control (PTC) safety
technology is rapidly approaching, and it is clear that our nation’s passenger and freight railroads
are unable to meet the deadline. To avert a major disruption of passenger and freight rail service
that will have far reaching consequences for American commuters, businesses, and our economy,
Congress must act now to extend the upcoming PTC deadline with a clear timeline that keeps
railroads accountable and allows for the responsible implementation of this critical safety
technology.

Implementing positive train control is vitally important to ensuring that our national rail system
provides the utmost level of safety for the millions of passengers around the country that depend
on rail to travel and get to work every day and the thousands of American businesses that rely on
rail to move their goods. However, when this technology was mandated in the Rail Safety
Improvement Act of 2008, the arbitrary deadline set by Congress for implementation did not
reflect the high costs and technological challenges of developing and deploying the new
technology on approximately 60,000 miles of track around the country.

Despite numerous challenges, railroads have made great strides towards implementation. To
date, the freight industry has invested more than $5 billion with another $4 billion set to be spent
to complete installation. Our already cash strapped public commuter railroads have spent over
$950 million on PTC and conservative estimates are that $3.48 billion more is needed to get the
job done. Despite that need, Congress has only appropriated $50 million for this priority safety
mandate, and half of the country’s commuter railroads are being forced to defer other safety and
capital improvements in order to afford the costs of PTC.

A recent report by the Government Accountability Office (GAO) confirms what commuter
railroads, the freight industry, and numerous government agencies have warned for years: the
upcoming statutory deadline is unrealistic, and despite the best efforts of freight and passenger
rail, implementing PTC nationwide by the end of this year is simply impossible.

Unless Congress acts soon to extend the deadline, passenger and freight railroads will have to
shut down operations around the country. Without congressional action, the hundreds of
thousands of passengers who rely on commuter rail to get to work every day will have to find
alternate means of travel, crowding already congested roads, increasing costs to local
communities, and disproportionately affecting low income Americans. Shutting down the
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country’s freight network would also have devastating consequences to our nation’s economy,
affecting thousands of businesses across a wide spectrum of industries and producing shortages
of essential goods. The shutdown could make it difficult for cities to purify drinking water
without the availability of chlorine and for farmers to tend to their crops without access to
fertilizer.

Given the widespread impact to our economy, we believe this matter requires immediate
attention. Due to complex logistics, Americans could begin to see the effects of the disruption
weeks prior to the deadline with railroads, shippers, and agricultural suppliers stopping
operations and closing facilities in early December or sooner. Congress cannot afford to wait
until the last minute to act and should explore all legislative options to get the job done as soon
as possible. Only Congress has the authority to extend the deadline and avert a major disruption
of passenger and freight rail service. We must act now to extend the upcoming PTC deadline
while holding passenger and freight railroads accountable and providing them with a clear plan

for implementing this vital safety technology.

Dan NeWhouse
Member of Congress

Sincerely,

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress
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